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XXL An Account of a Specks of Ophris^ 
Juppofed to be the Plants whLh is mentmned 
by Groooviusi^ ^^^ Flora Virginica,^. 185, 
under the Name of Ophris Scapo nudofoim 
radkalibm ovato- obkngis^ dimidii Scapi ion-- 
gitudinex By George Dionyfius Ehret, 
F.R.S. 

Ee^A|ril 14, fTj-i If E j^oQi Qf ti^is plant, from 

*7 ^- J||[ which many flefliy fibres branch, 

is compofed of the foot ftalks of the leaves, whkh 
envelope each other in fuch a noianner, that they form 
a kind of bulbous root^ From the faid bulb proceed 
two oval-lhaped, nervous, fmcx)th leaves, having 
membraneous convolute petioli or footftalks, Thefe 
encompafs a triquetrous fcapus, or a fingle ftalk arif- 
ing from the centre of this root, which produces 
many flowers of a fmgular confl:ru<ftion. Thefe 
flowers are fupported by fmall pedunculi, or flower 
ftalks, of a bloody-red colour, which fwell into feed- 
vellHs, having at their bafe an acute denticle. 

This very Angular plant blew (for the firft time ia 
England) in the Year 1758, in the curious exotic 
garden of Mr. Peter CoUinfon ^ who received it from 
Mr, Bertram of Philadelphia, 

Mr. Clayton has defcribed a plant, in the Flora 
Virginica page 185, under the name of " Bifolium 
Scapo e medio duorum foliorum nudo, aphyllo, ad 
exortum tenui, paulatim verfus apiccm accrefcente, fex: 
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vd feptem capfulas fuftiiientc : radice fibrofa carnofa 
viridi, foliis obvoluti, humi jacerite ; libras paacas 
emittente, cui radix anni lupeiioris contigua et iiitegu- 
mentis marcidis evoluta pellucida adhaeret." 

This defcription leemingiy correl ponds with the 
prefent plant; but yet Mr. Clayton's character of 
the feveral parts of the fiower is very different 
from thofe, which I have obferved, and reprefented 
in this drawing i and although it may be thought to 
come near to an epidendrum, yet it is neither an 
epidendrum nor a bifolium, as the following defcrip- 
tion of the charafters will fufficiently indicate. 

This plant, however, fhould be ranged amongft 
the firft order of Dr. Linnaeus's clafs of guinandria 
diandria, which confifts of feveral genera. 

The defcription of the characters* 

Tab. III. Fig. ^, reprefents a front ^and fide view 
of the flower, which has but one broad, flat, oval- 
fliaped petal, or leaf, of a pale red colour, marked 
with three veins. It has alfo a' fmall point or denti- 
cle projefting at the top of the limbus or margin. 
Fig. k At the bafe of this broad petal is fituated an 
irregular unequal-divided triphyllus periantheum, con- 
fifting of three narrow feparate leaves, of a pale-green 
colour, and almofl: of equal length with the petalum. 
Two of thefe leaves are ereft, and both gibbous at 
their infertion as in Fig. ^, and placed at the back of 
this petal. It would feem as if thefe two leaves were 
f upporters of the corolla : the third leaf is fixed at 
the oppofite fide fronting the flower, opening and 
bending downwards, fee Fig. d. 
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In the centre of this flower is fituated a leafy ftyle, 
of a convex figure, proje<5l:ing outwards, and facing 
the corolla as m Fig. e, the top of which is a mem- 
branous foliacious ftigma, which refleds downwards 
to prote<^ the male fperm, and forms (as it were) z 
caliptra or lap, under which are inferted two yellow 
globular apices (containing the farina) without fila- 
ments, which are the ftamina of the flower. 

Fig,/I explains a front and fide view of the ftyle 
by itfelf, (the petal and calyx are feparated from thefe 
figures:) the bafe of it is a gibbous fleChy fubftance, 
which fhews apfmrently two bodies of ned:aria, of a 
crimfonrred colour, fee Fig. g. 

The magnified figure above Fig. h, reprefcnts the 
infide, and defcribes the parts more diftindly i whofe 
leafy ftigma is laid open, to expofe to view the in- 
fertion of the two apices : beneath thefe globules ap- 
pears a crofs line, on which is placed, on each fide, 
a fmall pointed leaf. From the corners of this flefliy 
nedtarium thus magnified, come forth two threads. 
Fig. i\ hanging downwards: they are of equal length 
with the peduncle, of a Ikinny fubftance, and of a 
bloody*red colour. 

The germen, which is twifted like a fcrew, repre- 
fents the footftalk, which fupports the flower. Fig k : 
this fwells into an oblong, oval ftriated unilocular 
feedvellel. Fig. /, which contains an innumerable 
number of duft-like feeds, as the open longitudinal 
ieilion Fig. m^ reprefents. 
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